Rethinking Criminal Record Checks

Knowing about the Spent Conviction
Scheme gives mob a real second chance

Research indicates that there is a general This misunderstanding perpetuates
lack of awareness of the existence of a disadvantage, particularly for

Spent Conviction scheme in Victoria. Aboriginal people seeking to rebuild
The research found that the Victorian their ives.

Spent Conviction Scheme is poorly Greater awareness, clear guidance
understood by both organisations and and support to navigate the scheme
individuals, even if there is awareness of are needed to enable the Spent

the scheme. Conviction Scheme to be utilised by

Uncertainty about which offences are Aboriginal people, as it was infended.

eligible to be ‘spent’ means some _
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applicants continue to face barriers for -.,!_ . _

convictions that could no longer appear — A

or influence employment decisions.

Many mob don’t know how to apply to
have their convictions spent in Victoria

A lot of people aren’t told the process, .
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Many employers also don't fully understand what
“spent” means or which convictions no longer matter

People’s behaviours
Mob can still be judged on old or minor offences that and who they are can

should not affect them anymore change very quickly.

Misreading police records means people get knocked

back unfairly We try not to let
something small from

When the scheme is understood and used properly, the past stop them if

mob are judged on who they are today, not it's no longer relevant.

something that happened long ago

The law allows old stories to rest. You can apply to have your convictions

rethinkrecordchecks.org.au
spent. Let what's finished stay in the past, and keep moving forward strong.
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